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PART 1: CONTACT & PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION 
 
Report Year and Contact Information: 

 
2014-2015  Katrina Taylor   Ktaylor46@cnm.edu  ext 45645  

 Academic Year  Contact Person  Email  Phone Number  
 
Subject of this Assessment Report:  

Program: Liberal Arts and Political Science  Gen Ed Area:   Discipline Area:   

  

  Certificate x AA  AS  AAS  Applicable to:     AA/AS      AAS  Political Science  
  

 
PART 2: EVIDENCE OF OVERALL PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS 
 
Summary of Program Successes: 

Data suggest that the large majority of students, assessed in liberal arts courses, demonstrate effective communication and critical analysis skills by achieving 
scores of 2 or 3 on the rubrics (0-3 scoring scale).   

 
Description and Evaluation of Recent Changes Made in Support of Student Learning:  

The implementation of school-wide assessment of effective communication and critical analysis has encouraged a process by which discipline faculty are 
engaged in discussing assignments and assessments that support these learning outcomes.   

 
PART 3: REPORT ON RECENT ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
 
Student Learning Outcome(s) Assessed: 
 

To add rows: right –click in cell below and select “Insert,” “Insert Rows Above” 

Classes/Cohorts Assessed: 
 

Critical Analysis 

Effective Communication  

Spring 2015 

We assessed a total of 93 students in 6 sections of 4 PSCI classes. 54 of 
those were in our intro level class, which was only taught online. 



 

PSCI 2270, 11 students 

PSCI 2240, 16 students 

PSCI 1110, 54 students 

PSCI 2200,  13 students 

 
Measurement Tool(s) Used: 
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For all classes, students were given a summative 
assessment that required them to write an essay response 
to a question about democracy, public policy, or 
international politics. See the attached appendix for 
details.  

x  x  This year was the first year of implementation and therefore designed to 
collect baseline data. 

 
Assessment Findings: 

The results of our assessment can be seen in the table below.  For CA1, both our majors and students in political science classes performed lower than the 
total students assessed (37.5 and 26.9 percent v. 48.2 percent). On CA2, political science majors scored higher than all students (43.8 percent v. 42.6 percent), 
but students in political science classes performed significantly lower than students overall (26.9 percent v. 42.6 percent), indicating a need for across 
discipline norming of the rubric. However, considering that the majority of these students were in the introductory class, it’s not surprising that they 
performed lower than all students.  On CA3, the results were similar to CA2 with political science majors scoring significantly higher than all students (43.8 
percent v. 36.8 percent percent), and students in political science classes performing significantly lower than students overall (19.4 percent v. 36.8 percent).  

Again, we saw similar trends with the Effective Communication learning outcomes and even greater spreads between political science majors and all students 
assessed. For EC1, 56.3 percent of political science majors scored a 3 compared to 45.4% of all students. Students in political science courses performed lower 
than students overall with only 36.6 percent scoring a 3. For EC2, 68.8 percent of political science majors scored a 3 compared to 47.9 percent of all students 
and only 41.9 percent of students in political science courses.  

Furthermore, PSCI majors scored a 0 less often than all students on CA1, CA2 and EC1 learning outcomes, but more often than all students on CA3 and EC2. 
Students in PSCI courses assessed scored a 0 more than all students assessed on CA2, CA3, EC1 and EC2. CA1 was the only learning outcome that students in 
PSCI courses outperformed all students.  

 



 

 

Assessment 
Categories and 
Score 

ALL 
students 
assessed 

PSCI 
Major 

(percent) 

PSCI 
Course 
(n=93) 

CA1    

0 7.9% 6.3% 6.5% 

1 12.7% 18.8% 26.9% 

2 31.1% 37.5% 39.8% 

3 48.2% 37.5% 26.9% 

CA2    

0 7.8% 6.3% 9.7% 

1 13.3% 25.0% 18.3% 

2 32.0% 25.0% 45.2% 

3 42.6% 43.8% 26.9% 

CA3    

0 8.8% 12.5% 16.1% 

1 17.1% 12.5% 29.0% 

2 32.9% 31.3% 35.5% 

3 36.8% 43.8% 19.4% 

EC1    

0 7.1% 6.3% 8.6% 

1 11.9% 18.8% 31.2% 



 

 
 
 
 

Analysis and Interpretation of Assessment Findings: 

Moving forward, we may need to look closer at the data for each class to determine if these trends of students in political science classes performing lower 
than the average for all students holds up in our lower level class sections. Because the lower level course sections were only taught online, there is 
opportunity to investigate and compare these results to in person class performance of the same course. Additionally, the high rate of students in PSCI classes 
scoring a 0 compared to all students assessed, indicates the need to determine why there is such wide performance margin between these populations.  

It was encouraging to see PSCI majors outperforming all students at the top level of the assessment and we will be investigating why that is so that we can 
continue to produce majors who are competitive on these important skills.  

We would like to see additional analyses that compares just our online intro course results to the overall results and also to see what the average number of 
completed credits for PSCI majors is compared to all students. At this point, the performance of PSCI students indicates that our majors are more successful at 
achieving these outcomes, but perhaps this is due to having more experience in higher education, as measured by credit completion.  

 

 
Action Plan in Support of Student Learning:  

At this point, we are not ready to revise the assessments since we have only just determined the baseline with this assessment and would like to see further 
analyses of how our students do over time as they move through the programs. We would like to spend more time looking at the data and trying to find 
relationships between all of the variables. Additionally, we would like to participate in discussions about the rubric with other disciplines so that we can 
determine if our standards for granting the scores we do are in line with the standards that other disciplines use. Furthermore, we’d like to assess additional 
course formats and compare those to our DL scores for PSCI 1110.  After comparing the next assessment results to the first assessment results, we will move 
forward in addressing curriculum and pedagogy, specifically.   

 
Recommendations, Proposals, and/or Funding Requests: 

 

2 31.9% 18.8% 23.7% 

3 45.4% 56.3% 36.6% 

EC2    

0 8.1% 12.5% 16.1% 

1 12.5% 0 17.2% 

2 30.1% 18.8% 24.7% 

3 47.9% 68.8% 41.9% 



 

 
 
Critical Thinking and Life Skills/Teamwork Development within Programs: 

a) Please describe how Critical Thinking assessment is embedded within your program assessment. 

b) Please describe how Life Skills/Teamwork assessment is embedded within your program assessment. 

a)  

b)  

 
PART 5: ASSESSMENT CYCLE PLAN (Copy and paste from original plan if unchanged) 
   
Cycle Years: Plan Description: 

2012-2017 
This semester we will review the data from Spring 2015 and continue to implement the new Liberal Arts and Political Science Degree Program 
assessment tools based on the woven model (critical thinking and effective communication) in all of the courses we are offering in the Spring of 
2016. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: When Measured: Where Measured:  How Measured:   

1. Effective Communication Spring 2015 PSCI 1110, 2200, 2240, 
2270 

Summative Assessment; direct/internal 

2. Critical Analysis  Spring 2015 PSCI 1110, 2200, 2240, 
2270 

Summative Assessment; direct/internal 

3. Gen Ed. Area V.  Spring 2015 PSCI 1110 Summative Assessment, direct' 

4.     

5.     

6.     

7.     

8.     

9.     



 

10.     

     
 

 

 

 

 


