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CENTRAL NEW MEXICO COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
ASSESSMENT REPORT-Part I  

Assessment Data Results 

The purpose of this form is to provide a written summary of your assessment results for the current assessment cycle. 
           
 Fall 2012 and Spring 2013      June 7, 2013  
(Assessment Period Covered)    (Date Report Submitted) 
           

 Andrew Russell/ aruss@cnm.edu/ ext. 50149   
(Contact Person/email/phone) 

 
Choose ONE of the following 3 areas for this assessment report and insert the name of the general 
education area, certificate, degree or discipline on the appropriate line: 

See definitions for each category in Assessment Process document  
                   
Gen Ed Area (see 
definitions)   Area V or Program  
              
  AA/AS X     Certificate    
  AAS      AA/AS    
        AAS     
Or Discipline Area (see 
definitions)  Humanities/History       
                      
Outcome(s) assessed:   
 

• Distinguish historical periods and respective cultural developments from a global perspective. 

 
• Recognize how culture, history, politics, art, and religion impact society. 

 
Classes/Cohort Assessed:  

• HIST 1102 (Western Civilization II) & HIST 1162 (U.S. History II) for Fall 2012 
• HIST 1101 (Western Civilization I) & HIST 1161 (U.S. History I) for Spring 2013 
• The Assessment Team elected to assess the performance of the History Department, not individual faculty  

or class performance 
 

Measurement tool(s):  
• After soliciting input from FT and PT faculty, the History Assessment team produced a list of 20 questions for 



Assessment Report Page 2 of 3 4/17/2012 

each subject area, from which each faculty member could choose 10 questions to develop a short, multiple-
choice quiz for their class.  The tool was designed to test student content knowledge in these specific outcomes 
areas.  

• The quizzes were to be administered near the end of the semester, but the question options covered the entire 
time frame of the class. 

• Each quiz contained 10 questions, asking students to identify the right answer out of four multiple-choice 
possibilities. 

 
Type of tool (for each tool listed above, indicate type of tool):  
These quizzes qualify as “internal tools” comprised of question options created by the Department. 

 

• Faculty feedback led the History Department Assessment Team to devise a testing system would produce 
results that revealed a standard percentage breakdown that would normally correspond with a letter grade 
(100% and 90% = “A”; 80% = “B”; etc.), with the a target of seeing 60% of students earning at least a “C” 
grade (70% or above) on these quizzes. 

• Given the great breadth of history covered in both subject areas, combined with variations in teaching styles 
and emphasis, we thought that test results were likely to vary a good deal by class section. 

• We tried to devise questions on topics that are both tied to the Outcomes being assessed and “standard 
material” usually covered in textbooks and lectures in these subject areas. 

• Responding to flaws witnessed in past assessments, we doubled the number of questions to reveal a greater 
range of possible outcomes (from 5 to 10 questions), and we designed some choices into the process so that 
all faculty drew from the same basic list of questions but could tailor the quiz to reflect the topics they 
considered to be most important or most emphasized in their classes. 

Assessment Results/Findings (if more than one measurement tool, list results for each tool separately): 
 
 HIST 1162/Fall 2012: 

• The quiz was successfully administered in 5 different sections of the class and to a total of 89 students.  (One 
instructor misunderstood the instructions and their flawed quiz results had to be disregarded.) 

• 67.5% of the total of students tested earned scores of 70% or better on the quiz. 
• 52.5% earned scores of 80% or better;  21.5% earned 90% or better, and 4.5% earned 100%.  
• A quiz grade of 60% would constitute a passing grade by CNM and History Department standards, but our 

goal should be set higher 
• Some variation in score results appeared in comparing different sections, and the dynamics behind those 

results may be worth studying 
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HIST 1102/Fall 2012: 

• The quiz was administered in 12 different sections of the class to a total of 249 students 
• 90% of the total of students earned scores of 60% or better on the quiz 
• 74% earned scores of 80% or better, and 28% earned perfect scores of 100% 
• A quiz grade of 60% would constitute a passing grade by CNM and History Department standards, but our 

goal should be set higher 
• Some variation in score results appeared in comparing different sections, and the dynamics behind those 

results may be worth studying 
 

HIST 1161/Spring 2013: 

• The quiz was successfully administered in 10 different sections of the class and to a total of 142 students.  
(One instructor misunderstood the instructions and submitted statistics that could not be used; results for 
another section indicated perfect scores for all but one student, and those quiz results were disregarded 
under suspicion that the quiz was not properly administered.) 

• 83% of the total of students tested earned scores of 70% or better on the quiz. 
• 70% earned scores of 80% or better; 50% earned 90% or better, and 28% earned 100%.  
• A quiz grade of 60% would constitute a passing grade by CNM and History Department standards. 
• The combined results seem to indicate good overall progress in reaching these learning objectives. 
• Some variation in score results appeared in comparing different sections, and the dynamics behind those 

results may be worth studying 
•  

HIST 1101/Spring 2013: 

• The quiz was administered in 14 different sections of the class to a total of 276 students. 
• 90% of the total of students earned scores of 60% or better on the quiz. 
• 65% earned scores of 70% or better; 45% earned scores of 80% or better, and 5% earned perfect scores of 

100%. 
• A quiz grade of 60% would constitute a passing grade by CNM and History Department standards, but our 

goal should be set higher. 
• Some variation in score results appeared in comparing different sections, and the dynamics behind those 

results may be worth studying. 
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CENTRAL NEW MEXICO COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
ASSESSMENT REPORT – Part II 

Action Plan & Assessment Plan Update 
 
The purpose of this form is to provide a written summary of your assessment action plan for the designated assessment cycle and provide an updated 
assessment cycle plan for the current 5-year cycle 

           Spring 2013 
    

 3/14/2014 
 (Report Period) 

   
(Date Report Submitted) 

 Brandon Morgan / bmorgan19@cnm.edu / 224-4000 ext. 50309 
 (Contact Person/email/phone) 

 

           
Indicate ONE of the following 3 areas for this assessment report and insert the name of the general education area, certificate, degree or discipline 

on the appropriate line: 

See definitions for each category in Assessment Process document 
 

 
                

Gen Ed Area (see definitions)  Humanities or Program   

  
 

  
    

  

  AA/AS X 
  

Certificate   

  AAS  
  

AA/AS   

  
    

AAS   

Or Discipline Area (see 
definitions)   

   
  

                    

Data Results Period upon which this Action Plan is based (period which ended 6/30/xx): 
 
Period which ended 12/12/2013 

Action Plan (close the loop):  
The ten-question, multiple choice exam used in spring and fall 2013 seems to have provided much more useful results. The exam was an internal 
assessment tool that addressed outcomes 1 and 3. Although the data are more complete, our next step is to interpret the findings in order to draw 
lessons from our assessment cycle for improvement. What do our findings say about the assessment tool itself? Teaching and learning in the 
classroom? We’ll use such questions to begin our evaluation and interpretation of results.  
 

mailto:bmorgan19@cnm.edu
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We devised a rubric for use in assessing outcomes 2 and 4, scheduled for assessment beginning with fall 2013 semester. Following the lead of the CHSS 
assessment team, we created a highly flexible rubric tool to allow individual instructors the freedom to assess these outcomes using assignments that 
they usually use in their teaching which require students to demonstrate outcomes 2 and 4. In fall 2013, many instructors participated but a few did 
not due to late roll-out of the rubric. Results are tentative, but we’re looking for increased participation during spring 2014 in 1162 and 1102 classes. 
Next steps will be to hold discipline discussion of rubric strengths and weaknesses, as well as interpretations of results to improve this internal 
assessment tool, as well as teaching and learning in the classroom.  

ASSESSEMENT PLAN      

The assessment plan includes three parts: 

1. The plan description (This should be a brief written description of the assessment plan(s) for the area/certificate/degree/discipline.  If all outcomes are 

not shown in item #3 below as assessed in the 5 year cycle, this description must include information about their eventual assessment 

2. The student learning outcomes for the area/program/discipline for the 5 year cycle. 

3. The assessment cycle timeline 

1 Plan Description 
Our assessment activities to date have been focused on CNM Gen Ed outcomes for the Humanities. Our revised assessment tool, using a 10 
question, multiple choice exam, has been implemented across our various course offerings. We have also initiated the use of a flexible assessment 
rubric in 1101, 1102, 1161, and 1162 courses. Based on our experiences, a revised rubric will be employed in other courses beginning fall 2014. 

 

2 Provide the list of current student learning outcomes for this area or program (you may add more lines if necessary by right clicking and 
choosing insert row below): 

 

1 Distinguish historical periods and respective cultural developments from a global perspective. 

 

2 Demonstrate an ability to understand, analyze, and synthesize concepts logically based on written and verbal communication. 

 

3 Recognize how culture, history, politics, art, and religion impact society. 

 

4 Participate and/or critically evaluate the arts. 

 

5  

 

6   

 

7   

 

8   

 

9   

 

10   
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3 Assessment Cycle timeline for the above student learning outcomes for the next five years. 

 
  

 

 

Outcome 
# When Measured 

Where measured 
(i.e. what course(s)) Measurement tool(s) & Type of tool 

 

1 and 3  Fall 2011-Spring 
2013 

Hist 1101, 1161  Multiple-choice questions to test content knowledge 

 

1 and 3 Fall 2012-Spring 

2014  

Hist 1102, 1162  Multiple-choice questions to test content knowledge 

 

2 and 4  Fall 2013-Spring 
2015 

Hist 1101, 1102, 1161, 1162  Essay question assessed using rubric 

 

 

1 and 3  Fall 2013-Spring 
2015 

 Hist 2230, 2240, 2270  Multiple-choice questions to test content knowledge 

 

1 and 3  Fall 2013-Spring 
2015 

 Hist 2260, 1181, 1182  Multiple-choice questions to test content knowledge 

 

2 and 4  Fall 2014-Spring 
2016 

 Hist 2230, 2240, 2270  Essay question assessed using rubric 

 

2 and 4 Fall 2014-Spring 

2016  

 Hist 2260, 1181, 1182  Essay question assessed using rubric 

 

       

 

       

 

       

 

 


