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In Art History, embedded multiple-choice and True/False exam questions were used as 
direct, internal measures of the CNM Gen Ed outcome 3: "Recognize how culture, history, 
politics, art, and religion impact society. The goal was to establish a baseline for future 
assessment, anticipating a future goal of increasing the number of correct answers on the 
next assessment cycle. 

In History, two 5-question multiple-choice quizzes were used (one for HIST 1101 Western 
Civilization and one for HIST 1161 U.S. History), designed to test student knowledge in 
course outcomes related to the CNM Gen Ed outcomes "Distinguish historical periods and 
respective cultural developments from a global perspective" and "Recognize how culture, 
history, politics, art, and religion impact society." These outcomes correspond to the 
transfer core outcomes 2 and 3. Both quizzes were internal, direct measures of student 
learning, administered near the end of the semester and dealing primarily with subject 
matter covered after the midterm. The goal was to establish a baseline for 2012-13 
assessment. Although the faculty did not arrive at a consensus regarding a preliminary 
achievement target, they anticipated that the results were likely to vary a good deal by 
class section. They tried to devise questions on topics that are both tied to the outcomes 
being assessed and "standard material" usually covered in textbooks and lectures in these 
subject areas. 

In Humanities, an 11-point quiz was used to assess the CNM Gen Ed 
outcomes "Distinguish historical periods and respective cultural developments from a 
global perspective" and "Recognize how culture, history, politics, art, and religion impact 
society." These outcomes correspond to the transfer core outcomes 2 and 3. This was an 
internal, direct assessment of student learning. The achievement target was a pass rate of 
70%.

In Music, two embedded multiple-choice exam questions were used to assess the CNM 
Gen Ed outcome "Recognize how culture, history, politics, art, and religion impact 
society," which corresponds to the transfer core outcome 3. These were direct, internal 
assessments of student learning. The achievement target was a 70% correct response rate. 

In Philosophy, a 10-question True/False exam was used to assess general concepts in 
logic.  
This assessment was aligned to the CNM Gen Ed outcome 4: "Demonstrate an ability to 
understand, analyze, and synthesize concepts logically based on written or verbal 
communication," which corresponds to transfer core outcome 1. This was a direct, internal 
assessment of student learning. The goal was to establish a baseline for future assessment. 

In Theatre, a 3-4 page written critique of a live theatrical production was used to assess 
student achievement of the CNM Gen Ed competency "Participate and/or critically 
evaluate the arts," which corresponds to transfer core outcome 1. This was a direct, 
internal assessment of student learning. The achievement target was 85% passing grades.
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Description of Assessment Procedure: 



Analysis and Interpretation/Reflection on Results or Trends:

In Art History, for a multiple-choice question asking students to identify that art's role in 
reflecting and confirming cultural beliefs has remained constant from the Cave Paintings 
to contemporary art, 211 students were assessed and 49% answered correctly. For the T/F 
question "Art and architecture have been used ot symbolize the power of the state and 
religious figures," 210 students were assessed, and 88% answered correctly.  For the T/F 
question "The architecture created by a culture will demonstrate the technology of that 
period," 210 students were assessed and 76% answered correctly. For the T/F 
question "When discussing artworks from the past, it is important to understand the socio-
political context surrounding their creation," 210 students were assessed and 92% 
answered correctly. 

The HIST 1101 quiz was administered in 12 different course sections to a total of 249 
students, 90% of whom earned scores of 60% or better, 74% of whom earned scores of 
80% or better, and 28% of whom earned perfect scores (100%). The HIST 1161 quiz was 
administered in 12 different course sections to 211 students, 79% of whom earned scores 
of 60% or better, 61% of whom earned scores of 80% or better, and 29% of whom earned 
perfect scores.  

In Humanities, the pass rate was 72%, which met and exceeded the achievement target. 

In Music, assessment was conducted in 15 sections of MUS 1139 Early Music 
Appreciation, with a total of 228 students and 100% faculty participation. The two 
embedded questions used yielded 87.60% and 92.07% correct response rates. 

In Philosophy, a total of 124 students were assessed, with 69% meeting the competency 
level of 70-100% correct. Nineteen percent showed need for improvement with scores of 
60-69%, and 12% failed to meet the minimal competency. 

In Theatre, a total of 308 student critiques were assessed, with 87.6% scoring a 75 or better 
out of 100 possible points.

In Art History, the results to the multiple-choice question were lower than anticipated and 
suggested a gap in students' recognition of the role of cultural beliefs as a guiding 
influence throughout the history of art. 

In either History course, a quiz grade of 60% would constitute a passing grade by CNM 
and History Department standards. However, the faculty felt their goal for assessment 
purposes should be set higher. Some variation is score results appeared in comparing 
different sections, and the dynamics behind those differences may be worth studying. 

In Music, the correct response rates to both questions surpassed the original target, yet the 
faculty found it difficult to draw conclusions based on a single term of assessment. 

In Theatre, the faculty were excited, thrilled with the results. All faculty waited until late in 
the term for students to attend a production and writ a critique. Student scores showed they 
acquired the knowledge of every element of a live theatrical production and were able to 
apply this to a detailed written critique. 
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Report of Assessment Data and Results: 



The Art History faculty planned to compare their individual results to the group results and 
discuss ways to increase competency on the question of cultural influence, which relates to 
transfer core outcome 3: "Recognize and articulate the diversity of human experience 
across a range of historical periods and/or cultural perspectives. The faculty also planned 
to discuss ways to increase performance on the T/F question on the link between 
technology, culture, and architecture. Upon discussion, the faculty decided to eliminate the 
former (multiple-choice) question and put further emphasis on the latter. 

The History faculty determined that the 5-question assessment tool was inadequate and 
decided to implement a 10-question, multiple-choice exam for the next assessment cycle to 
collect more meaningful results. 

The Humanities faculty planned to revise their assessment tool and process. 

The Music faculty planned to continue with current assessment approach and compare the 
results of the assessment in future terms to help determine the best tool for assessing this 
particular outcome. It is ultimately a goal of the Music faculty to emphasize how culture, 
history, politics, art, and religion impact society -- all of which are integral in a music 
appreciation course. 

In Theatre, more than 85% scored a 75 or better, and since a 75 is even higher than the 
base score of 70 for passing, the faculty determined that they did not need an action plan to 
close the loop.
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Plan for Improving the Assessment Process and/or Student Learning: 




