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CENTRAL NEW MEXICO COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ASSESSMENT REPORT 

Due to SAAC by October 15 
 
 
PART 1: CONTACT & PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION 
 
Report Year and Contact Information: 

 
2013-2014  Katrina Taylor  Ktaylor46@cnm.edu  Ext 52317  

 Academic Year  Contact Person  Email  Phone Number  
 
Subject of this Assessment Report:  

Program: Political Science   Gen Ed Area: Social Sciences  Discipline Area:   

  

  Certificate X AA  AS  AAS  Applicable to:    X AA/AS     AAS  Political Science  
  

 
PART 2: EVIDENCE OF ACHIEVEMENT OF PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
 
Summary of Program Success in Achieving Desired Outcomes: 

In the Fall Semester of 2013, we implemented the assessment for 1110 and determined that the tool was ineffective at reliably measuring our learning 
outcomes. A new tool was developed and implemented in the Spring semester of 2014 with better results. All assessment tools have been modified to 
measure the new “woven model” learning outcomes adopted after spring semester for the Political Science degree program and the Liberal Arts degree 
programs. A pilot program in the Spring assessed the outcomes in our political ideologies class with a tool developed in collaboration with the education 
department.   

 
Description and Evaluation of Recent Changes Made in Support of Student Learning:  

In support of student learning, all assessment tools have been modified to measure the new “woven model” learning outcomes adopted after spring semester 
for the Political Science degree program and the Liberal Arts degree program. After a pilot assessment was conducted in our political ideologies course, it 
became clear that better scaffolding of student learning leading up to the summative assessment will likely improve the results. The new tools will be used in 
the spring semester once they have been fully developed and faculty have been trained on implementation and rubric application.   
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PART 3: REPORT ON RECENT ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING PROCESSES 
 
Learning Outcome(s)/Exit Competencies Assessed: 
 

To add rows: right –click in cell below and select “Insert,” “Insert Rows Above” 

Classes/Cohorts Assessed: 
 

Analyze relevant issues utilizing concepts and evidence from social/behavioral 
sciences (Gen Ed Social Sciences Outcome)  

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester; 
PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Evaluate alternative explanations of social/behavioral phenomena with regard to 
evidence and scientific reasoning. (Gen Ed Social Sciences Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester; 
PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Identify research methods used in the social/behavioral sciences. (Gen Ed Social 
Sciences Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester; 
PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Describe how the social context can affect individual behavior, and how 
individual behavior can affect the social context. (Gen Ed Social Sciences 
Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester; 
PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Contrast the implications of individual choices from individual, community, and 
global perspectives. (Gen Ed Social Sciences Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester; 
PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Demonstrate a vocabulary for thinking critically about politics, political 
institutions, and political systems. (former Political Science Degree Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester;  

Demonstrate an understanding of the value of diversity and compromise within 
countries and on the international stage. (former Political Science Degree 
Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester;  

Demonstrate academic preparedness through scholarly analysis (former Political 
Science Degree Outcome) 

PSCI 1110/Fall and Spring Semester; PSCI 2200/Fall and Spring Semester;  

Identify and critically consider the main issues, concepts, problems, and/or 
techniques. (new Political Science and Liberal Arts degree outcome) PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Incorporate more than one perspective (e.g. source, method, technique, and/or 
approach) (new Political Science and Liberal Arts degree outcome) PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Demonstrate mastery by evaluating, analyzing, interpreting and/or synthesizing  
(new Political Science and Liberal Arts degree outcome) PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

Demonstrate organization and/or coherence of ideas, content, and/or formulas 
(new Political Science and Liberal Arts degree outcome) PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 
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Produce communication appropriate to audience, situation, venue, and/or 
context (new Political Science and Liberal Arts degree outcome) PSCI 2260/Spring Semester 

 
Measurement Tool(s) Used: 
 
 
 
To add rows: right –click in cell below and select “Insert,” “Insert Rows Above”

Enter X’s for type of tool Initial Achievement Target or Expectation: 

In
te

rn
al

 

Ex
te

rn
al

 

Di
re

ct
 

In
di

re
ct

 

PSCI 1110 Fall Semester we used a multiple choice exam X  X  We expected to see improvements in measuring our degree program 
outcomes from the pre-test to the post-test.  

PSCI 1110 Spring semester we used a summative 
assessment with formative assessments to scaffold 
learning 

X  X  We expected to see improvements in achieving the outcomes from the 
first essay to the final presentation.  

PSCI 2200 Fall Semester we used 4 critical thinking 
assignments  X  X  We expected to see improvements from the first assignment to the final 

assignment.  

PSCI 2200 Spring Semester we used 4 critical thinking 
assignments  X  X  We expected to see improvements from the first assignment to the final 

assignment. 

PSCI 2260 Spring Semester we conducted the pilot 
assessment of the new “woven model” outcomes (critical 
analysis and effective communication)  

X  X  We expected to see improvements from the formative assessments to the 
final summative assessment.  

 
Assessment Results/Findings: 

PSCI 1110 Fall Semester: Unfortunately, the wrong post-test was distributed and administered by mistake making our data measurements unreliable. 

PSCI 1110 Spring Semester: This semester we were distributed the proper tests and we saw improvements from the pre to post assessment in over 90% of the 
students that took the post assessment. We were able to identify some holes in the teaching of international relations theory which has allowed us to focus on 
increasing the achievement in this area through the development of additional active learning assignments that allow students to practice applying these 
theories to various situations.  

PSCI 2200 Fall Semester: We saw improvements on all outcomes in over 2/3rd’s of the students assessed. Only 12% of students lost ground, 2/3rds of those 
students saw only marginal declines in their scores. However, we did determine that assessment tools were not consistent enough and made revisions for the 
Spring semester.  

PSCI 2200 Spring Semester: Using new and more consistent assessment tools, we saw improvements in 95% of the students’ scores from the formative to the 



Assessment Report Page 4 of 6 Last Revised 09/2014 
 

summative assessments.  

PSCI 2260 Spring Semester: In this case, 41% of students saw declines in the scores from the formative to the summative assessments. The other 59% saw no 
gains or slight improvements.  

 
Analysis and Interpretation of Assessment Results/Findings: 

The new 1110 assessment tool reflects a more reliable measurement of learning outcomes but needs to be modified to improve the measurement of the Gen 
Ed AAS outcomes 4 and 5. The new 2200 assessment tools are a more reliable measurement of learning outcomes but also need to be modified to improve the 
measurement of the Gen Ed AAS outcomes 4 and 5. The PSCI 2260 tool requires better scaffolding to ensure students are translating their skills into the 
summative assessment.  

 
Action Plan in Support of Student Learning:  

Because we have changed our degree program learning outcomes to align with the new liberal arts program learning outcomes we have rewritten all of the 
assessment tools to measure these outcomes and will implement the new assessment in the spring semester. Additionally, 2260 will be redesigned to provide 
a greater opportunity for scaffolding so that students are performing better on their summative assessment. A new assignment to measure Gen Ed area IV 
learning outcomes 4 and 5 and the life skills outcome will be developed and administered in 1110 and 2200 in addition to the revised tools that will measure 
Gen Ed areas IV learning outcomes 1-3 and the Liberal Arts and Political Science degree program outcomes.   

 
Recommendations, Proposals, and/or Funding Requests: 

 

 
PART 4: EMBEDDED OUTCOMES 
 
Critical Thinking and Life Skills/Teamwork Development within Programs: 

a) Please describe how Critical Thinking assessment is embedded within your program assessment. 

b) Please describe how Life Skills/Teamwork assessment is embedded within your program assessment. 

a) Critical thinking is embodied in our degree program outcomes and so we assess this when we assess the program.  

b) We assess life skills through class interviews centering on an individual’s political socialization. Essentially we are bolstering student’s ability to engage in civil 
and diplomatic discussions even when there may be fundamental differences in beliefs.   

 
PART 5: ASSESSMENT CYCLE PLAN (Copy and paste from original plan if unchanged) 
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Cycle Years: Plan Description: 

Fall 2014 We will continue to assess 1110 and 2200 using the new tools developed last spring. Additionally, we are developing tools to measure the new 
degree program outcomes and to better measure the Gen Ed Area IV learning outcomes 4 and 5.  

Spring 2014 This semester we will implement the new Liberal Arts and Political Science Degree Program assessment tools based on the woven model 
(critical thinking and effective communication) in all of the courses we are offering.  

 
Student Learning Outcomes/Exit Competencies: When Measured: Where Measured:  How Measured:   

1. Analyze relevant issues utilizing concepts and 
evidence from social/behavioral sciences (Gen Ed 
Social Sciences Outcome)  

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

2. Evaluate alternative explanations of 
social/behavioral phenomena with regard to 
evidence and scientific reasoning. (Gen Ed Social 
Sciences Outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

3. Identify research methods used in the 
social/behavioral sciences. (Gen Ed Social Sciences 
Outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

4. Describe how the social context can affect 
individual behavior, and how individual behavior 
can affect the social context. (Gen Ed Social 
Sciences Outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

5. Contrast the implications of individual choices from 
individual, community, and global perspectives. 
(Gen Ed Social Sciences Outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

6. Demonstrate a vocabulary for thinking critically 
about politics, political institutions, and political 
systems. (former Political Science Degree Outcome)

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

7. Demonstrate an understanding of the value of 
diversity and compromise within countries and on 
the international stage. (former Political Science 
Degree Outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 
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8. Demonstrate academic preparedness through 
scholarly analysis (former Political Science Degree 
Outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

9. Effective Communication (new Political Science and 
Liberal Arts degree outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

10. Critical Analysis (new Political Science and Liberal 
Arts degree outcome) 

Fall and Spring Semester PSCI 1110, 2200, 2260 
(spring only)  

Written essay and presentation/direct-
internal; Written Essays/direct-internal; 
Written essays/direct-internal 

 


